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Brisk Walking (100+ Steps/Min): Plain-Language
Guide & Tempo Playlist for Adults 50+

BRISK WALKING
Date: November 12,2026 | Audience: Men & Women Aged 50+

1. Why 100+ Steps per Minute Is the Magic Number

A casual window-shopping stroll (around 70-80 steps/min) is pleasant, but stepping up to 100 or
more steps per minute officially turns your walk into moderate-intensity exercise—the exact
threshold shown in medical studies to protect your heart, blood sugar, and brain without stressing
your joints.

Key Health Benefits After Age 50:

« Heart & Blood Pressure: Strengthens your heart muscle, improves circulation, and lowers
resting blood pressure.

 Blood Sugar & Waistline: A brisk 15—20 minute walk after meals acts like a sponge for
blood sugar and helps trim belly fat.

» Brain & Memory Protection: Boosts blood flow to the brain and stimulates natural brain
growth proteins (BDNF) that keep memory sharp and lift mood.

2. How to Check Your Pace & Walk Safely

» The 15-Second Step Check: Count your total steps (both feet) for 15 seconds while walking. If
you count 25 to 30 steps in 15 seconds, you are hitting 100 to 120 steps/min.

» The "Talk Test": At a true brisk pace, you can comfortably chat in full sentences, but you would
feel too out of breath to sing a song.

¢ Quick, Short Steps (No Overstriding): Walk faster by taking quicker, shorter steps and
bending your elbows to 90 degrees—swinging your arms faster naturally speeds up your feet.
Avoid carrying hand weights or wearing ankle weights, which strain joints.

3. Brisk Walking Tempo Playlist (100 - 122 BPM)

Your brain naturally matches your footsteps to a musical beat. Put on headphones (keeping one ear
open to traffic outdoors) and step once on every beat of these classic songs to lock in the ideal brisk
pace automatically:
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Pace Zone

Warm-Up / Steady
Brisk

(Target: 100-104
steps/min)

Classic Brisk Pace
(Target: 108-114
steps/min)

Power / Fast Brisk
(Target: 116-122
steps/min)

Tempo
(BPM)

100 BPM
101 BPM
104 BPM

109 BPM
110 BPM
110 BPM
113 BPM

115 BPM
117 BPM
119 BPM
121 BPM

3 minutes of easy cooling down.

Song Title & Artist (1 Step per Beat)

« "Superstition" — Stevie Wonder
« "Dancing Queen" — ABBA
- "Stayin' Alive" — Bee Gees

« "Eye of the Tiger" — Survivor

« "Another One Bites the Dust" — Queen

« "Walking on Sunshine" — Katrina & The Waves
« "Can't Stop the Feeling!" — Justin Timberlake

« "Uptown Funk" — Mark Ronson ft. Bruno Mars
« "Billie Jean" — Michael Jackson
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« "I Wanna Dance with Somebody" — Whitney Houston

« "Celebration" — Kool & The Gang

Simple Weekly Goal (150 Minutes Total): Aim for 30 minutes of brisk walking, 5
days a week (or two 15-minute brisk walks after lunch and dinner). Start each walk with 3
minutes at an easy stroll, enjoy 24 minutes to your favorite 100—118 BPM songs, and finish with
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Disclaimer - please read
All information presented in this article is general information only. It is not medical advice and was not designed to
replace advice from your doctor or another qualified healthcare professional.
Please do not start, stop or change any medication, supplement, diet or exercise routine because of this article. If you
have a health condition, take regular medication, or are pregnant or breastfeeding, talk to your doctor first.
If you feel unwell, stop and seek medical help and advice straight away. TOM(fit is not a medical device.
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